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A STRANGE MURDER.

The Killing of Josinh Recon by Dr.samnel
. O nall in San ¥ .

=an Franclsoo Clicosicle. |

The marder of Josinh Bacon, on San-
day morning, at the Baldwin Hotol, is
one of the strangest on the crimiosl
record of this eity. A man, while pre-
aring quietly in his room for church,
rs & knock at his door, opeus it, en-
counters & person who, with sesreely s
word, shoots him, and he falls desd
The assassin walks out of the hotel. No
one is disturbed. 1 he occapants of ad-
joining rooms are breakfasting below.

Only one person on the floor sbove hears

the shot, searcely londer than an echo,
but tuinks notting of it The desd man
fies on the floor of his room, the dour
heing afsr, all the foretnoon, the life and
bustle of the great Luilding going on
around him.  The sitontion suggests
that in Ilawthorne’s * House of the
Seven Gables,” where Judge Clifford
sits in an srm-chair in his room of the
old bous=e ull night amid strange sounds
and ghostly sights.  Some one passing
during the forenoon sces him lving
there, but thinks it may be intoxicstion,
and does nut interfere.

The chambermaid, who comes about
noen, I8 the fist who discovers the
truth. There is no external hemorrhage,
and it is at fint thought thet the man
had died of heart disease. The body is
taken up and carricd to the Morgue,
and there the ghastly wound is found in
the abdomen. The first theory is that
of suicide, and it is but gradually that
people begin tothink a murder has been
committed, that for coolaess, silence,
deliberation and  desperation  slmost
wequals that of the thugs of India, or
those planned by La Maffia. The de-
tails may be more folly given as fol-
lows: Mr. Bacon bas been for 12 or 15
years the representative of the Good-
year Vulcanite Company so far as con-
cerned their relations 19 the dentists.
Every dentist has bad to pay the com-
pany &85 per snoum, or 240 i the
amount was not forthcoming on a cer-
tain day. The sum was no great tax on
those who had any work at all, thovgh
a henvy burden to the members of the
profession who are just bugi:minﬁ busi-
ness.  Having the law an his side, sod
not being o man of the gentlest manners,
he frequently made enemies needlessly
Sometumes dentists would pretend that
they bad no business to escape the tax,
and somutimes they would 1ofuse pay-
ment entirely, und a fawsait would re-
sult.  The courts have nlways docided
against the dentists, and all who comld
aftord it, howeser, have slowly come to
aocept the situation und have made the
vearly payment promptly. Mr. Bscon

& lhad more or les tronble with the
San Francisco dentists, and some of
them who felt most bitterly have threat-
ened to kick bim out of their oflices.
Some wonld ool notice him when thes
saw himi.  Alout the time of Mr. Ba-
con’s arrival in the city ten days ago,
opoof them, of whom he domanded =
voyalty, told him he had done ns work
for a year. Aday or two afierward,
being at aparty, aod the question of the
Goodyear patent coming up, o lady toid
him that she had some of his work in
ber mouth. He asked who made them,
and she gave him the name of the dens-
ist who had told him le had dooe no
waork for & year,

Of eourse the agent vowed vengeance
upon the recisant dentist,  That be fear-
od violenee was evident from the fuet
that, beinga small man, he took a stal-
wart ¢ompanion with him wherever he
fenrod trouble. His projessional diffical-
ties furaisted the first clew to the police.
The vther traces of the crime were as
follows: Last Thusday afternoon a
well dressed and good looking man,
who seemed to be 50 or 35 years of age,
camn o the hotel, and, sfter looking
over the register, nsked Mr. Marvin,the
clork, if Bacon wasin. The reply was
that he kad gone to the country. On
Friday evening he called again, but Ba.
cont hud not returned.,  He asked for s
personsl deseription of him, which was
given. It was about 0 a'clock when he
came on Sunday mornine. Hacon had
boen down, ssked for his washing,
which had not been sent home, and
gone to get shaved. The clerk thought
thst he had left the barber-shop and

[

the stranger, who left the coanter and
walked towsrd the elevator. Afterthat
the visitor was not seen sagain. He |
scemwd to bave knocked at the door,
and Baeon, who bad combed his bair
snd was adjosting his necktie prepara-
tory to going to Dr. Stone’s chareh, the
Congregational Church, in which he
was hronght up in Boston, turned and
opened it.  The bullet from the pistol,
which was probhably a derringer, struck
him below the navel, ranging down-
ward. The sutopsy is not ini=hed, and |
it has not vet been jound.  Hel«l] back-
wards, his head striking agminst the
wall that divided his room from the cor-
ridor, and his feet toward the folding-
doors, which opened isto his bed roow. |
Some of his hour adbered to the wall.

The room is at the end of the hall of

| square forebesd, fice broad and fea-

the third floor, and runs parallel with
Powell Street. There is & window at
the extreme end of the hall half looking |
out on Ellis, and the door is the last on |
the left side. Nothing in the room was |
distarbed. Dr. Fox and family occupy
the room on one side and Mr. Gillan the
room upposite, looking out on Ellis.
They were all at breakfast. It was Dr.
McAllister in the room who hesrd ths
faini report of the pistol. The body
was taken to the Morpue abont 1 o’clock.
The de=cription of the man who had in-
quired for Bacon was given to the po-
hee, who at once began to work up the
sffair diligently, under the special di-
rection of Captsin Lees and Captain
Stope. It was surmised at once that the
deed bad been done by an aggrieved
dentist. There were other theories that
the deceased had met his death by the
hands of an enraged husband or lover,
but they were nol heeded. Inquiry
about the dentists’ oflices showed that
all of them were st work as usual ex-

| His picture shows a firm and resolute

cepl one, Dr. Samuel P. Chalfant, of
the New York Dental Gallery, No. 19
Sixth Street. He could nowhere be
found. His assistaat, Mr. Richards, |
said that Chalfant Jeft his offico at 10
o'clock Sunday morning, promising to |
be back soon and keep an sppointmeny !
he had made with a friend.  Sinoe then |
he bad not heen seen.  Richards waited |
in the office all day, and when he leit |
he closed the door, which had a spring |
lock, expecting to find his emplover
there when be came in the morning.
He came back yesterday morning, snd
baving no key, was oblized to enter by
toe window. Upon investigation it ap-
that Chalfant had had a great
deal of difficuliy with Bacon ns repre-
sentative of the Vuoleanite Company.
His diploma showed that be gradunted
at the Philadelphia Ihutal College in
1571, He practiced his profession in
Philndelphia, Wilmington, Del., and St
Louis, and in esch of those places con- |
tested 3 suit brought by the company and |
invarisbly lost it. 1t would appear, |
from statements made to the police. hat |
be never puid the judzment sgrainst hi
but before it could be enforeed, sought
new fields of labor.  He therefore came |
to this eity about four years sgo. Ba-|
con’s business takes bim to nearly every
city inthe country. He came here in
due course of affairs, stopping first at |
the Palace and then at the Baldwin. |
Finding Chalfant still using the pateat |
and still refusing 1o pay the royalty, be |
bronght suit against them in Justice |
Sawyer’s Court on the 1ith inst. On
the examinstion he was cross-question-
ed by Bacon in 3 maunner that galied
him bitzerly. He ed himself us
being unjostly pursued by a vindiotive
man representing 4 grasping Corpors-
tion, and he terribly ne.uum«Fa feeling,
perhaps, encouraged by Bacon's mun-
wer. As he used to say privately, if
God had given s man 8 set of teeth and
he had lost them, be thought that &
dentist had a right to put them in with-
out ssking permission of, or making
payment to, any body. The complain-
ant in the case was represented by D). P,
Belknap. The facts reloctantly extract- |
ed from him by the examination of B.
Brown were that he began practice at
Wilmington, Delaware, in 1873, Here-
mained there one year, and that he came
from St. Louis 10 San Franciseo. He
hid used the vuleanite all that time. He
also stated thset be had been enjoined
from using the material, and had vio-
lated the tojunction ; also, that Richards
was not his partner. Exuamining his
record previous to his professional life,
the officers found that be had served
during the war, baving been Sergeant
in Capiain Samuel Cascadin’s Company
D, Fiftysecond Pennsylvania Volun-
toers, from 1861 to 1865, and that in the

last year he joined the Veteran corps.

| be immediately carried into execution.

Very thorough scarch wes mnae by |
thie police yesterday in every partof the |
city where it was thought Chalfant
might be, but without discovering the
slightest trace of him. It was presum-
ed that he had committed suicide, as
his friends :aid he would never be
taken alive. Every route out of the
eity was examined, incladisg the Aus.

ian steamer, but it did pot appear
that he bad tried to flea the city. He s
described by the police 14 & stout man,
with black hair, dark brown mustache,
very nicute side whiskers, broad,

tures regular, chin square and inclined
to be double, nose stigutly retrousse,
and bright and ting eves. His
weight is 160 .  He wasdressed,
when last seen, in a blsck business sait,
round topped bat and gold warch and
chain. He was highly esteemod by his
fr.ends as very cumpanionsble, warm
in his pature and to a fault.

character in every lincament. If he
did the deed it indicates dark, bitter,
uncompromising qualities, of which his
friends never dreamed. It seems
strange that, if he plaoned the murder,
he should have so publicly attempted
its consummation ; that be should sev-
eral times have to the office of the
hotel to inquire for his man; that he
should have asked his description ; that
he sbould have shot him on Sunday
morning, when every body was in the
hotel, instead of waylsving him out-
side. He could not hope to escape de-
tection, and probably did not intend to
survive his victim.

Bacon was a brother of School Di-
rector J. 8. Bacon, and has also a
cousin in this city who is o lawyer. He
was a smsall man, probably not more
than 5 feet 6 inches in beight, and
weighing less than 150 pounds. A cer-
txin dogged perseverance in his char-
scter, wopile it made him bittter ene-
wies, fitted him for the business in
which he was engaged. He was born
in Boston, and cawe to this city un-
known to his pareuts when but 18 years
of age. A few years sfterwa he
married a San Franeisco lady, the wed-
ding taking place at the house of his
cousin, Mis home since Teturning to
the Enst has been chiefly in Boston.
His wife is at present residing in Brid,
water. Inquiry among dentista
does not that the Dbetter class
of them object strongiy to paying the
235 royaltv.  Most nftbem have paid
it promptly, and only the less prosper-
oas have objected, although none of
them specially liked Bacon.

— -

Learn to Sew.,

An effort is being made to introdoce
needle work into the New York publie
schools. It is proposed that boys us
well us girls shall be taught how to sew.
The idea is an excellent one, and shonld

Any one who has seen an old bachelor
altempt Lo sew on & rear suspender but-
ton without removing his pantaloons
must certainly favor teaching male pu-
pils plain sewing. The old bachelor
aforesaid twists his head half way of in
order to locate the button, and with
thumb and forefinger holds it in its
place until be jabs the needie half way
through his thumb —and we are obliged
to suppress his few ill-chosen and vigor-
ous remarks. A smile of triumph illn-
mines his face when he succeeds in get-
ting the needle through one of the eyes
of the button, but it suddenly disappesrs
as he draws the thread slowly through,
and instead of seeing it cowe to & ten-
sion, hears the button fall on the floor—
and he makes some more remarks unfit
for publication. He forgot to buivd a
knot in the tail of his thrend. This neg-
lect ia soon remedied in the shape of a
knot as large as a pea, and after taki
n few stitches, needle sticks amidships
in the eye of the button ; he can neither
wmsh it tl h nor draw it back. He
ks up against the wall, gets » lever-
age on the needie, and bears his whole
weight upon it. Of conrse the needle
runs into his hip to the depth of half an
inch, and he makes 500 remarks= in less
than H00 quarter seconds, but we can't
print em. By all mesns, teach the boys
!:};m sewing.—Norristown (Penn.) Her-

——— .
Bmigur little girl—**The robbers can*t
3 earrings,
‘eanse s Visitor—
“Where has he hid them?" Little
irl—*“Why, I heard him tell msmms
put them and he

" The Quickest Time on Record,

guessed they wom ﬁ, mt.‘"

Some time ago the announcement was
:n.de that the th:;";'i:ll missionaries la-
Wwring amol vogoos of ¢
lndi:,g and ngirinity. lusdmjml tmm
2,222 converts in one day, The story
appesred to the Rev. J. H. Gunning of
Titusville, Pa., to be a large one, and so
he wrote to Missionary Clovgh at On-
gole and asked: ** How many men does
it take to bn}:tim 2,222 persons in one
day?" Mr. Clough was too busy to
answer, but passed tbe letter over toan
associate, who replied to Mr. Gun
as follows: * With reference 1o your
question, * How many men doea it take
to baptize 2,222 persons in one day? |
should say that depends on several
things; but in the present case the sim-
le reply is * Six." But, lest this be too
onic, | will enlarge s little. DBear in
mind that the baptistery was admirably
situated for expeditions work. It was
at the ford of a river, with 8 sort of ba-
sin on either side; and no time was Jost
in coming or going,as the waler was
sufficicntly deep close up to the road.
Remember, too, that the ex-
aminations and llik ult:sr huem
PepPAratory wol n
nquu':lyi:.mendre{! to. The people -?.'-::
i to their
baptized
» two

arranged in groups
villages. Ouly two preachers
ot one time ; when these were ti
others tock their places; these, inturn,
were relieved by other two, and so
on. The baptizing commenced at about
5 a. m. and continved until 10. It was
resumed at 2 p. m. and completed at 6.
It will thus be seen that the of
2,222 converts occupied two preachers
nine hours, or about thinty seconds for
each candidate. If the six preachers
had all been employed at the same time
the 2,222 converts would have been
tized in just three howrs. That
time ied was ample to do it “de-
cently and in order™ is proven an
sctual experiment made on the 30th of
June in Ongole. On that dsy Brother
Clough baptized 212 converts. As he
entered the i be handed Mrs.
Jiough his watch, st which she looked
and marked that he izing at
6:17, and us the last candidate rose
from the water it was precisely 7:38,

The s time will be seen to be 23
uecam'l's; ut no effort was made at

— - -
How to Pay a Compliment,

To pay & compliment is to tell the
truth, and to tell it as though you meant
it. And tline m:i{t way to do that is to
mean it. If a girl is pretty or accom
lished ; if she ﬂys vrgli, or sings 1 E
or dances well, or talks well; if, in a
word, she pleases, why, in the name of
common sense, shonldn't the be told of
it? Don't blurt it cut before every body.
That will only serve o make her feel
uncomfortable and make you appear
ridiculous. Say it quietly when oppor-
tunity offers, but say it strongly. Con-
vey the ides distinetly and fully, so that
there may be no mistake about it. But
don’t say it * officially.” Formality is
abont the coldest thing known. ore
than one maiden has been made happy—
say for half an hour - by a man's '3
tbe trouble to say 1 plensant thing sbout
a toilet that he IikedI: and many of fash-
ions follies have been given up by girls
when they noticed a disereet silence
concerning them on the part of their

entieman friends. A bewitching little

lack-eyed beauty once said to s gentle-
man, *Iliketo have you say sweet
things to me, it seems to come s0 easy
and petural.” In general terms, it may
be suid that it is always better to say an
syrreesble thing thana di eone,
better for all parties. The gallant who,
when a young lady stepped on his foot

while dancing and asked pardon ssid,
“ Don's mention it; a dainty little foot
like that wonldn’t burt s dsisy,” not
only told the truth, but dou feit.
more comfortable than the when
has foot was step on, roared out,

*That's right; b all over me with
your great, clomsy hoofs.”— Bosion
Transcripl,

the most awkward siips. Itistold of a
clergyman in ove of the towns near
Boston that be bad given hm to
from the pulpit sn aunosncement that
the * Belling ham praying band " would
conduct at the eveniog meeting; but
by some strange perversity of the un-
ruly wember, the congregation were as-
tounded with the anncuncement that
tbee would be a service by the * Pray-
ingham belly band.”—Boston Globe.
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